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Recommendations regarding actions for the evaluation of the Battery Directive 

The European Commission is currently conducting an
evaluation of the Battery Directive. The procedure will
examine whether or not the Directive is serving its purpose
and whether it is in line with the environmental objectives of
the European Union. European Recycling Platform (ERP), a
Landbell Group company, participated in the recently
completed public consultation.  

ERP welcomes the evaluation of the Directive and the
Commission’s intention to improve the existing rules. As an
option for action, it proposes, among other measures,
strengthening the principle of extended producer
responsibility according to which manufacturers are financially responsible for the environmentally
sound collection and recycling of their products. It also advocates creating conditions for fair
competition among take-back schemes. Finally, it recommends that new battery technologies and
market developments are taken into account – the trend towards lithium batteries, for example, or the
emergence of new applications like e-mobility. The goal must be to increase collection rates and thus
the recycling of batteries while simultaneously reducing costs for consumers. 

The Battery Directive is in place since 1991 and was amended in 2006 (2006/66/EC). It specifies
certain design criteria for batteries and accumulators put on the market in Europe and how they must
be taken back and recycled after use. Member States of the European Union must transpose the
requirements of the Directive into national law. 

The evaluation of the Directive will be concluded next year with a report and presentation of the
appropriate courses of action. 

New requirements under the WEEE Directive starting in 2018

The coming year will see important changes in the take-back and recycling of electrical and electronic
equipment (EEE). In the future, the European Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE)
Directive will have an open scope and only six device categories. Member States are required to
transpose the new rules into national law by 15 August 2018. European Recycling Platform (ERP), a
Landbell Group company, has published a summary paper on the subject also reviewing the current
national transposition status. 

The paper sheds light on the exact changes to the Directive and provides manufacturers of EEE with a
clear summary of what national regulations (compared to the Directive) are expected to apply in which
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countries, starting when. There are quite a few differences here.

The changes, which will enter into effect next year, will expand the
scope of the WEEE Directive. The definitions of EEE will be adjusted
and, at the same time, the categories of equipment and exemptions
will be redefined. 

The ERP summary paper can be downloaded here.

10 Years of WEEE in the UK – a two-part report by ERP UK 

Earlier this year, European Recycling Platform (ERP), a Landbell
Group company, published part one of a report looking at a decade
of continual evolution since the WEEE Regulations were first
introduced in the UK. The report reflected on the dramatic impact the
Regulations have had on producers, consumers, retailers, local
authorities and waste treatment operators. It also examined how the
goods we recycle have evolved beyond recognition and how our
interaction with these products has changed. 

ERP has now published part two of the report, which explores the
major themes and challenges facing the recycling and compliance
industry in the future – touching on everything from legislative
harmonisation to the future of extended producer responsibility
(EPR) and individual producer responsibility (IPR). The report
includes interviews with figures at the forefront of the industry, both
professionally and academically, such as Jan Patrick Schulz, CEO of Landbell Group and Dr. Kieren
Mayers, Director of Environment and Technical Compliance at Sony Interactive Entertainment Europe. 

Read the two reports here: Part one and part two. 

Sulapac wins the 2017 Green Alley Award!

Finnish start-up Sulapac is the winner of the 2017 Green Alley
Award. With their packaging solution made of wood and natural
adhesives, the two Finnish natives Suvi Haimi and Laura Kyllönen
offer a stylish, but eco-friendly alternative to plastic packaging. In
total, six finalists from Germany, Finland, Ireland, the Netherlands,
and France presented themselves in live pitches to an international
jury and audience.

Other finalists included Mimergy and its technology to reduce waste
of tires worldwide, Solmove and its solar streets, Newcy and its
reusable cup system, Sulfotools and its green alternative for peptide
production and Sustonable and their composite stone for kitchens
and bathrooms. Before the final pitch, all finalists attended
workshops with experts from the waste industry and start-up world,
where they discussed the potentials, risks, strengths, and
weaknesses of the start-ups. The prize for the winner Sulapac
consists of cash and non-cash items valued at 30,000 euros.

The fourth Green Alley Award received a total of more than 200 applications from over 40 countries.

Find here more information on the Green Alley Award.

What you need to know
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EU countries cooperate in the prosecution of violations of the WEEE Directive 

At an inaugural meeting on 7-8 September 2017, the
German Environment Agency (UBA) initiated the European
WEEE Enforcement Network (EWEN). The network consists
of various institutions from nearly 20 EU countries
responsible for the enforcement of the European Waste
Electrical and Electronic Equipment Directive (WEEE
Directive 2012/19/EU). 

EWEN’s goal is to prosecute violations by international
equipment manufacturers more effectively through closer
transnational cooperation. Only the sanctioning authority of
the country in which the producer is located is currently able
to execute effective enforcement actions so this will reduce notification and enforcement problems in
the future. The participating enforcement agencies hope that closer cooperation and transparency will
result in significantly more registrations of authorised representatives and fairer competition between
domestic and foreign manufacturers of electrical and electronic equipment. 

Negotiations on the circular economy package still not concluded  

The trialogue negotiations on the European circular economy
package are ongoing. The three institutions – Commission,
Parliament, and Council – were unable to agree on a
compromise at their fifth meeting in late November. Despite a
sixth meeting planned for 17 December, the negotiations are
likely to continue next year. 

A still unresolved point in the negotiations concerns the level
of recycling targets and their calculation methods, where
differences of opinion remain, particularly between the
Parliament and Council. Member States are calling for much

lower targets – for the preparation for reuse and recycling of municipal waste, for example. 

Nor have all details yet been clarified regarding the further development of extended producer
responsibility. Landbell Group and European Recycling Platform (ERP) continue to track the process
closely and to advocate for free and fair competition in tandem with well defined compliance
requirements as the best way to achieve the European Union’s goals. 

The European Commission published its proposals for the circular economy package at the end of
2015. Earlier this year, the European Parliament adopted a number of amendments. The ongoing
trialogue negotiations were meant to come to a successful close this year. At the moment, however, all
signs suggest that the talks will continue into next year under the leadership of the Bulgarian Council
presidency.  

ERP recently updated its position paper welcoming the latest changes as a result of the trialogue
negotiations. At the same time, ERP is emphasising the importance of a level playing field and
competition, requiring some further changes and proposed related amendments. 

The paper can be found here.

New UAE RoHS regulations prompts uncertainty

The United Arab Emirates issued a new piece of legislation
to control hazardous substances in electrical and electronic
devices. The UAE Cabinet Decision 10 of 2017 was
published in the UAE official gazette on April 27, 2017. Its
intention is to control or limit presence of the hazardous
substances in electrical and electronic devices. The
substance scope is similar to the EU RoHS directive.

The dates of implementation range from 1 January 2018 to 1
January 2022 and depend on the used substances and the
product type. The bill covers the following product types: 
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· Large and small household appliances, 
· IT, Telecommunication and consumer and lighting equipment, 
· Electrical and electronic tools, 
· Toys leisure, sport equipment and medical devices,
· Monitoring and control instruments and automatic dispensers, 
· Other EEE.

There are two different options available to demonstrate compliance:

Option 1: Mandatory under ECAS  Option 2: Model H under EQM
1. Risk assessment to be submitted in case the
full product assessment for RoHS is not
completed. 
2. Applicant issues a Declaration of Conformity
(see attached) including only critical
components. 
3. Applicant submits a full RoHS test report of
the complete product (if available). Otherwise
(3) test reports of the critical component to be
submitted once requested by CAB. 
4. ESMA verifies compliance to the set limits. 
5. ESMA issues the certificate 
6. Valid for one year only

1. Applicant issues a Declaration of
Conformity (in a form defined in the
decision) 
2. Applicant submits risk assessment
documents based on IEC 63000 and IEC
62476 
3. Technical Audit and verification
through site visit. 
4. ESMA verifies compliance to
requirements and issue the certificate
and License to use EQM 
5. Valid for 3 years

ECAS is a Product certification Scheme that verifies the fulfillment of the approved standards, either
directly or indirectly like inspection, testing, examination, calibration or granting the products conformity
certificates, and which is applied by the authority according to the general scheme of Emirates
Conformity Assessment Scheme (ECAS) that has been granted by Board Directors of the Authority by
decision No. (8).

EQM  is the Emirates Quality Mark granted to the products that can demonstrate compliance with the
relevant UAE National Standards, Regional and/or International Standards and are manufactured by an
organization implementing an effective Qua lity Management System to ensure continuous compliance. 

Legal liabilities lie with “suppliers” having a legal presence in the UAE. Suppliers are manufacturer,
carrier, packer, installer, processor, agent, warehouse operator, main or secondary distributor whose
activities affect the features of the product; or any legal or commercial agent in charge of importing
products.

Circular economy package: 127 industry associations demand a strong EU internal market for
packaging

With the negotiations on the European circular economy
package entering their final phase, 127 associations from
across the European packaging industry released a
statement regarding the future of the Packaging and
Packaging Waste Directive (PPWD). Their primary concern
is the safeguarding of the internal market as the legal basis
of the PPDW. This comes in response to the European
Council’s efforts to change the legal basis, thereby making
national unilateralism possible even with design
requirements. 

The European Organization for Packaging and the
Environment (EUROPEN) explains that undermining the internal market could end the free movement
of packaged goods. The protection of the internal market, after all, is what prevents national reduction
quotas and prohibitions on certain types of packaging that would create barriers to trade in the EU. 

According to Martin Reynolds, board member of EUROPEN, “We shouldn’t fool ourselves that this is
just a technical, legal question with no consequences. We absolutely need a strong EU internal market,
unhampered by regulatory trade barriers, to provide the necessary scale to supply chains, operations,
investment, and innovation for successful circular economy solutions.”



The EUROPEN statement can be read here.

Deadline for REACH registration is approaching

Companies that manufacture or import certain chemicals to
Europe fall under the scope of the REACH regulation. That
means that among other things, they’re required to register
these substances with the European Chemicals Agency
(ECHA) by 31 May 2018 at the latest. Substances that have
not been registered by then may not be placed on the
market.  

Affected companies must complete the following steps in
order to register:

1. The first step is to identify the chemicals that fall under
the registration requirement 

2. The company is then assigned to a so-called Substance Information Exchange Forum (SIEF) in
which several companies that manufacture or distribute the same substance are active 

3. As part of the SIEF, companies are required to organise data sharing and fair distribution of
registration costs among themselves; in case of disagreement, ECHA offers support 

4. Subsequently, the members of the forum develop information on the relevant substances, which
is then used as the basis for establishing safe use of the substance 

5. All companies of the SIEF should already have gathered the necessary information in this step,
in order to complete registration 

6. The registration data must be updated after submission every time there are changes 

In some cases, smaller companies with limited resources may benefit from an external consultant to
fulfil their obligations under the REACH regulation, such as the Landbell Group company, H2
Compliance.

Visit ECHA’s REACH website for detailed information on how your company might be affected by the
regulations. The Landbell Group company H2 Compliance is happy to help you if you have any
questions.

EPA to commence its implementation activities regarding the Toxic Substance Control Act

The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is acting on
its new-found obligations under the amendments made to
the Toxic Substances Control Act last year. As of June 22,
2016, the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st
Century Act extends the TSCA provisions to introduce
mandatory requirements for the EPA to evaluate hitherto
existing chemicals. Furthermore, under the new laws the
Agency is obliged to introduce new safety standards and to
update the current guidelines for the public disclosure of
harmful substances. 

One year after this date, in June 2017, the EPA was finally
ready to present and put into action its plan on how to

operationalise the provisions of the Frank R. Lautenberg Act. The plan extends from incorporating
scientifically relevant terminology in the risk assessment protocols, in order to achieve a higher degree
of transparency and universal acceptance of the assessments, to streamlined reporting requirements
for manufacturers. 

At the core of the implementation plan is to clearly establish where the authority over risk assessments
of chemical substances lies. 

Turkey introduces new law analogue to EU’s REACH directive
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Turkey has recently introduced a new law regulating the
reporting of hazardous substances analogue to the EU's
REACH directive. Similarities are intended as Turkey aims to
adhere by the Copenhagen EU accession criteria. In order to
prevent misreporting, the government is in the final stages of
publishing 13 guidance aids – which it will continue to do so
until the end of this year. Ranging from guides for general
registration to detailed annexes clarifying identification
standards, the guides are intended to ease the path to
effective implementation of the KKDIK Law. Accordingly, the
KKDIK pre-registration deadline for manufacturers is set for
December 31, 2020 and final registration must be completed
by December 31, 2023.

As a tool for effective implementation and the prevention from misreporting by omission, the guidelines
have been highly welcome by General Secretary Mustafa Bagan, of the sector union Turkish Chemical
Manufacturers Association. Previously, concerns have been raised that the insufficient disclosure of
data around the reporting mechanism might harm business, as they may have to resort to European
consortiums for help. Also, while 80% of Turkish chemical manufacturers are already obliged to report
under the REACH directive – as production is intended for the European market – there are concerns
that because of the unofficial nature of some Turkish businesses there will be compliance issues in the
future.

New EU campaign to reduce plastic waste

Frans Timmermans, Vice President of the European
Commission, considers taxation an unsustainable solution
when it comes to promoting recyclable plastic and reducing
microplastics. According to him, the way in which plastic is
manufactured and used must be changed instead. To that
end, the EU has decided to launch a public awareness
campaign to reduce plastic waste. Timmermans explained
that the campaign is meant, more than anything, to reach
consumers. Nothing, after all, disciplines companies as much
as consumer behaviour. And, according to Timmermans, the
Commission is on the verge of changing consumer habits. 

Karmenu Vella, European Commissioner for the
Environment, stressed that companies need to be aware of their responsibility to produce reusable
plastic products: “The circular economy is the most effective way of handling plastics,” he said, then
went onto announce that the European Commission’s long awaited plastic strategy will be released by
the end of the year. The latter will include measures related to design, recycling, disposable plastics,
biodegradable plastics, and microplastics. 

The European Commission also plans to invest more than 500 million euros in projects to improve the
health of the oceans. 

Studies und publications

Case studies for the implementation of a circular economy strategy in corporations

Resource consumption is steadily increasing, with estimates - taking into account population growth -
suggesting that material extraction could reach 183 billion tonnes per year by 2050. To meet this
demand, the transition to a circular economy is essential. 

In order to help companies implement the European Union’s Eco-Management and Audit Scheme
(EMAS), the think tank Adelphi produced a report titled “Moving towards a circular economy with
EMAS”. 

The publication contains three case studies and formulates the following theses: 



· A circular economy strategy generates many advantages for a
company. 
· The transition to a circular economy can be achieved in just a few
steps. 
· EMAS helps in the development of a management system based
on the principles of the circular economy. 

You can find the Adelphi report here.

The Landbell Group introduces itself 

Interview with Andreas Bohnhoff, Head of Global Take Back
Solutions, Landbell Group

What’s your job at Landbell Group, Mr. Bohnhoff?
I have two, very closely related jobs at Landbell Group: as Head of
Global Supply Chain, I’m responsible for all the suppliers of our take-
back schemes around the world, and as Head of Global Take Back
Solutions (GBTS), I develop specific solutions for our international
customers. The supply chain for the take-back schemes covers the
entire chain from collection of waste to transport and recycling and,
partially, to the return of recyclate into our customers’ product cycle.
The GBTS team offers the widest range of services for international
companies. For example, global take-back solutions for the electrical
and electronic equipment (EEE) industry, reverse logistics for lithium-
ion batteries, IT asset management, data and product destruction, as
well as circular economy consulting. 

What are your most important tasks and challenges? 
As supply chain manager, I work closely with our local take-back
schemes to negotiate contracts with our logistics and recycling
partners and to ensure that our suppliers deliver the agreed services at competitive prices. The GBTS
team works very closely with our customers to develop innovative solutions and to help customers use
the emerging opportunities of the circular economy. The team also supplements our supply chain in
countries where Landbell Group does not yet operate take-back schemes. 

What’s fascinating and challenging about my work is the international nature of my team, our customers
and suppliers, as well as the recycling solutions. In Europe, for example, recycling is now part of
everyday life. But, in emerging markets, recycling is often an innovation that visibly minimises the
sometimes devastating environmental impact of electronic products that are not properly treated when
they become waste.  

How did you end up at Landbell Group? 
While studying engineering in Aachen, I also studied environmental science and international technical
and economic cooperation. After that, I held two different positions in the European recycling industry.
From 2003, I worked at Sony Europe, where I helped shape European Recycling Platform (ERP) by
building up its supply chain and, in 2008, I ended up switching to ERP myself. When ERP was
integrated into Landbell Group, my range of tasks expanded to include Global Take Back Solutions. 

What do you do for the environment in your private life?
I try to limit my resource consumption to a reasonable level, by using car sharing, public transport and
cycling. I also do many other little things, such as buying local and organic food, maintaining a small
garden and composting my food and garden waste. 
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Did you know that... ?

How flip-flops are upcycled into art in Kenya 
 

Unimaginable amounts of plastic waste, including millions of
flip-flops, are polluting the world’s oceans, killing millions of
marine animals each year. In Kenya, Ocean Sole has come
up with a creative solution for addressing the problem: the
company collects flip-flops and transforms them into colourful
artworks, thereby drawing attention to the irresponsible use
of plastic. 

The artworks are handmade, and special care is taken to use
only rainwater and minimise the energy used in their
production. Production waste is not thrown away, but rather

recycled – ending up, for example, as floor covering for children’s playgrounds.

This green business is not only based on recycling solutions, it also provides local people with jobs and
encourages them to look after their environment and community. 

Photo Copyright @Ocean Sole 

Events

16. - 19. January 2018
17th International Electronics Recycling Congress IERC 2018, Salzburg, Austria

05. – 07. February 2018
11th Annual Packaging Conference, Orlando, Florida, USA

06. – 08. February 2018
GCC Waste Management & Recycling Forum Dubai 2018, Dubai

05. – 06. March 2018
5th International Conference on Recycling and Waste Management, London, UK  

07. – 08. March 2018
4th Circular Materials Conference, Göteborg, Sweden
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